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PLAINTIFF'S

ATTORNEY

MAN " QFFERED by ‘he
8485 PART o7 A VAN
DYCK COLLECTION,and NOT A RUBENS

REPUTED " PORT
PAINTER llke a poet, s gen-
ernlly looked upon mas belng

VAN DYCK
A born; not made; but many old

masters are made not only long after
they have been born, but after they
have died.

The business of producing antique
paintings and other objecls of art
supposedly the work of famous artists
of an older day eeems to be one of
the occupations of Europe that has
not been hit hard by the war.

Interest has recently been focused
mgain on plctures with an origin that
s In dispute by the court manou-
yrings in connection with the sult
breught by Jackson Johnson, =&
wealthy shos manufacturer of St, Louls
mnd owner of the 8t. Louls BStar,
against Prof. Elia Volpl of Flor-
ence, Italy. The American manufac-
furer Is suing the Italian art author-
ity because he alleges that two por-
tralts he bought from Prof, Yolpl,
cne represenied to be by Rubens and
the other by Van Dyck, were not
genuine,

Thrives Here ns Abroad.

«uch a cry of falsity has been
beard before, and doubtless wlill be
heard again so long as acknowledged
lesnders In art do not have thelr reg-
Istered trade marks for thelr products,
] so long as ambitlous but Impe-
ovclous art students are willing to
eke out their living by copylng or
"oreating” old masters and disposing
pf them to art dealers who sell them
ms unquestionable originals

Not only does this industry of fab-
ricated old masters thrive in Europe,
particularly in France and Italy, but
this country, ever willing to selze Old
World devices and If possible improve
on them, Ils becoming, especlally In
New York, a veritable hotbed of an-
Uque art. -

Buch spurious plctures are always
planted on old pictures, daubs that are
picked up by agents of unscrupulous
collectors for & song. Only pletures
which already bear slgns of age will
#o. Tho worsa the daub the higher
the price it will fetch in the end from
the rich but credulous art patron, who
s eager to have distingulshed signa-
tures lining his walls, :

e For in the case of the impossible
amears the original daub Is rubbed
@own, and & new plcture, aping some
well known masterplece, Is painted
over It. Bometimes the copylst, having
a better Inspirntion than the old mas-
ter in question, won't slavishly tran-
soribe all the detalls of the original
picture, He will borrow an arm from
one of the master's palntings, take a
leg from wnother, a background from
s third work by this genius, and
draperies from a fourth. In the end
he will have a nlcely synthetlzed ex-
emple of the painter's work, to which
he will add a signature, a monogram,
or sometimes merely a couple of in-
ittuls,

The Real Foul Py,

Then the real foul play commences
The canvas ls artificlally aged. The
first step that s mest in favor among
devoteos of this process is leaving the
canvas out in the rain. That imparts

a beautiful timeworn finlsh, Next
they are usually “smoked" The
forgery is held over the smoke of

smoldering damp straw, which gives
the dark, deep lonen that a pleture
begins to take on after its first cen-
tury.

After this a mixture of water, to-
bacco ash, licorfce, lampblack and airt
15 smeared over the surface, which is
then dried and dusted off, The paint-
ing 1a treated with bolled lnseed ofl,
which darkena the color still more
afier the balt of time, and u finishing
ooat is applied, conslsting of mastic,
turpentine and bolled lnseed oll. To
helghten the anclent alr the painting
is cracked by the use of quick drying
varnish while the paint la fresh, or the
pleture is put In an oven. "Fllicking™
s often Indulged In, & sepia wash
belng spattered over the painting by
& brush to give the offegt of fy
Bpecks,

In Italy composite pictures are fre-
quently produced under the name of
“pasticclo,” or “mix-up,” belng what
might be called selections from the
works of old masters. They are sold
in that country frankly as coples, with
0o Attemipt to mislead as 1o what this
particular style of picture is. Often
bawever, they come Into the hands of
agents of dealers In other countrigs,
to whom they are shipped. The deal-
sre have them touched up, and then
pell tham am genulne,

Italy, In fact, scems to have been

L

[

the centre for artistic faking of old
masters even as. far back as the time
of the old masters themselves. It {8
related of Andrea del Sarto that he
copled Raphael’s portrait of Leo X.
for Clement VIII. This picture was
later presented to the Duke of Mantua,
who, though he already owned sev-
cral Raphaels, was for some time un-
der the pleased impression that this
was an original

Rbyalty even In our own time has
Been reported to have been duped by
skilful imitators. The delusion of
owning priceless conceptions by the
world’s finest craftsmen has been
common among all cln=ses of soclety.

The late J. P, Morgan, for all his ac-
tivities as a colleclor, was sald to be
among the fortunate few who could
outwit a wily dealer, largely through
his practice of accepling a painting
and then walting six months before
actually paying for it. Th's allowed
plenty of time In which the authen-
ticity of the ploture could be estab-
lished.

Though many collectors are fleeced
by fraudulent works the fact that more
of them do not alr thelr grievances in
court is generally due to thelr re-
luctance to admit that any one has
gpldbricked them. As Mr. Johnson sald
in his examination before trial In the
Volpl case:

“I assigned the clalm in this case to
the person in whose name the sult was
first brought becauss I didn't want to
get the advertsing and notorlety I
knew I would galn here. Even an ama-
teur does not like to pose as a fool, you
know." >

Art circles are watching the progress
of the case closely, because of the
prominence of the sale at which Mr,
Johnson bought his pictures and the
distinction of thosa who attended ft.
The plctures wore included with the
contepts of the Davanzat! Palace of
Florénce and the V)lia Pla, which Prof.
YVolpl brought here, and &t the end of
the six days bIddIng, In November,
1016, the total of $944,102 was reached,
making it the fourth largest sale ever
held In this elty. )

Among the purchasers at the sale
were Joseph B, Widener, Mrs, Henja-
min Thaw, Henry (. Frick, Otto H.
Kahn, louls C. Tiffany, the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, the Boston Art
Museum and the Minneapolls Art Mu-
seum,

His Doubis Areused.

Mr, Johnson, who had set about re-
placing & collection of valuable paint-
Ings that had been destroyed In 1016,
when his house was burned, purchased
what he believed was & “Portrait of
Carolus de Mallery,” by Peter Paul
Rubens, and a “Portrait of Augustin
Lomellinl," by Anthony Van Dyck.
His doubts were first aroused by the
director of the Bt. Louls Museum and
Inter strengthened by Martin Hofer, an
expert of London and New York, who
hnd acquired $30,000 worth of the
Volpd offerings, which he belleved to be
genulne, but questioned whether the
sama could bo sald of Mr. Johnson's
purchases.

Thereupon the manufacturer brought
suit for $11,800, afhough the purchase
price for the pletures had totalled only
$8,000, He declared, however, that the
value of a genuine Van Dyck and a
Rubens of thia type would ba §18,000,
and that the real value of the palnt-
ings he held was only $200, which he
subtracted. At the time the sult was
started Cesare Guglielmettl, then
Volpl's agent in New York, sald he
had been approdched to settle the case
for the few thousand dollars involved,
but that It was a matter of the vin-
dication of his reputation with Prof.
Volpl, and the latter would prove that
the plctures were what they were rep-
resonted,

After dragging through the courts
for two years the case has now been
set down for trial in the Supreme
Court in October.

When the German Expert Erved.

Though the disputea that arise have
wenerally come from a purchaser who
insiasted that he had been misled, there
has been one famous case where the
buyer insisted on misleading himself
into believing that he had a prize of
antiguity in the faco of secmingly
overwhelming evidence to phe contrary,
That was the spectacle presented by
Dr. Wilhelm Bode, for many years
curator of the Kalser Friedrich Mu-
soum of Berlin and one of the artistic
pundits of Berope, He bought & wax
bust which he pronounced an authen.
te product, entitled “Flora," from the
hands of the Renalssance sculptor and
versiatile genlus, Leonardo da Vinel,

One of tha men best qualified to

upfus on this famous case Is Paul G.
Konody, art critic of the London Ob-
achrver, who waged war on Dr, Bode's
claima through the columns of the
London Daily Mail at the time when
the Germln savant was Prussianly
positive that the bust was unquestion-
ably the work of Leonardo da Vinel
Mr, Konody is now In this country ns
art director of the strikingly Interest-
Ing Canadian War Memorials Exhibi-
tion.

“When Dr. Boda bought the wax
bust In London in 1910," sald Mr, Kon-
ody the other day, “he was certaln
tlat It was an early sixteenth century
work by the Itallan master and rather
Jeéred over the lgnorance of the peo-
ple in England who allowed him to
take It way lo the Kalser Friedrich
Museum In Berlin. He pald about
$40,000 for it, and when it turned out
that It was the product of an early
Victorian sculpter In England named
Richard Cockle Lucas the mugh
secwad to be the other way round.

- Exposed by Sculptor's Sen,

"“The exposure came about through
Albert Durer Lucas, a son of the
seulptor, who never achleved any par-
ticular prominence outside of thia
work. The son recalled that his
father had done the bust from a paint-
ing bf one of the followers of Leo-
nardo da Vinel, which was Intrusted to
him for that purpose by an English
art dealer named Buchanan, Lucas's
son had not only assisted in the mould-
Ing of the bust, but he had in his pos-
sesalon a photograph of it

“However. nothing could shake Dr.
Bode's conviction. and because of his
great reputation most of the leading

vritics did not have the courage to dis-

pute his assertions. I challenged him
for photographic tests and for ayg in-
vestigation of the Interlor of the bust,
as the younger Lucas had sald that
his father often used any old material
that eame to hand the core around
which to mould the wax.

“Finally Dr. Bode agreed to have a
picture taken of the bust, draped as |t
had been in the original photograph.
When the photo was taken, under
similar lighting conditions, it turned
out to be ldentical’ with the original.
Not even this could alter Dr. Bode's
opinion. The bottom of {he statuetts
was next scraped, and bits of a copy
of the Times of the same date ns the
making of the bust were found.

“Dr. found it easy to explain
this awdy—to his own satisfaction,
e sald the bust had been turned over
to Lucas for restoration. What more
nataral, he sald, than that particles of
a current newspaper should adhero to
the work? Then, by agreement with
Dr, Bode, a small hole was cut in the
back of the bust with a red hot wire,
Through this they found In the core
an early Victorian quilt!

“Next the wax composing the bust
wans analyzed and was found to be
spermacetl. This type of material
was not in vogue with jhe early Ital-
fang, who used beeswax., And yet, in
spite of all this convinelng proof, Dr,
Bode, with typleal Prussian pertinac-
Ity, adhered to his first fixed idea that
't was da Vinel's bust

*I rather Imagined he stuck to his
guns because of a conference he had
with the Kalser. During the con-
troversy he was closeled one day with
the Kalger for two hours, and later It
was given out to all .,the newspapers
that his Imperial German Majesty,
after examining all the evidence, was

quite satisfled that the bust was the
work of Leonardo da Vincl. Perhaps
Dr. Bode didn't want to let the Kalwser
down. I don't know how he'd feel
about it now. At last mccounts the
‘Flora’ was still on view in the Jerlin
museum, in fact, it used to occupy a
place of honor.™

This is not the first time, according
to Mr, Konody, that the judgment of
the celebrated German art expert has
erred. In at least two other instances
within the knowledge of the English
critic his opinion has been criticised ns
faulty. ]

"One incideAt oocurred when he was
shown two pictures by an early Flem-
ish master,” sald Mr. Konody, *With-
out hesltation Dr. Bode pronounced
one plcture to be a genuine sample of
ths paintep’s worke and declared the
other had been done by another hand.
Then the man who had shown the two
pictures to him and obtained this au-
thoritative statement from Dr. Bode
roevealed to him that both plctures
were part of the same panel which this
man had cut through himself.”

The other pot of ,hot water centered
around a flgure of SUrancls, repre-
sented as A& painting by Rembrandt,
Dr. Bode is considered the leading Con-
tinental aufhority on Rembrandt, and
pictures supposed to be by the Dutch
master are generally not offered for
sale without his O, K.

‘"When this plcture was shown to
him a c¢ouple of years bhefore the
war,” sald Mr. Konody, "D»r. Bode de-
clared that it had not been executed
by Rembrandt. Of course this spolled
the sale, as no one would buy the
painting without Dr. Bode's certificate,
After the wwork had thoroughly depre-
clated In value It was bought by Sedel-

hEnglish actreas, and her wsister,

| pleture was authentic,

Jackson Johnson's Lawsuit Over Portraits Recalls Innumerable Instances of
Wealthy Men Defrauded and Experts Deceived by Bogus Masterpieces—
Fraudulent Industry Thieves Unchecked by War—Whole Collections
Found Spurious—Story of German Critic Who Fooled Himself

meyer in Parla for & very low price.
Later It was sold to Herr von Nemes, &
wealthy Hungarian collector, at & very
high price as a genuine Rembrandt
with a certificats to that effect by Dr.
Bode."

A case which wns signalized by ite
dramatic finish and by the fact that
100,000 swas returned to the aggrieved
party —then one of the Ilargest
amounts ever Involved in court proce-
dures of this kind-—occurred when
Henry E. Hunlington, the American
financier collector, brought suit to re-
cover on & plcture which had been sold
to him as a genuine Romney.

This was supposed to be a picture
of Mre, Bara Siddons, the ce]ebrttl;d
L
was bought by Mr. Huntington In Jan-
uary, 1913, from Lewis & Bimmons,
art dealers of London and New York,
on thelr guarantee, backed up by ex-
perts, that it had been painted by
Romney. . After having been hung in
the Metropolitan Museum and Mr.
Huntington's home as the work of the
noted English portralt painter, it was

! refused a place in an exhibition of old

English masters bheld by another firm
of dealers here in 1914,

This aroused Mr, Huntington's
doubts, and when Lewls & Silmmons,
belleving In good falth that it was
Romney's work, refused to refund the
purchase price Mr. Huntington
carried the cnse to High Court of Jus-
tice In London. There numerous ex-
perts were called by the defence, were
positive In thelr declarations that the
and expertis
called by the pldintiff were equally
positive that |t was spurlious. On May
23, 1917, the actlon was unexpectedly
terminated when Leslle Scott, counmel

By MAJ.-.GEN, WILLIAM CROZIER
T wis inevitable that the promul-
gation of the docirine of “Belf

determination” should produce
restlessniess In  varlous sections of
the world where goevrnment does

not proceed from within the sectlon,
but rests upon uitimate control from
withoul. Evidence of the restlessness
comed from Corea, from Egyplt and
from the Philippines;: from the two
former In very pronounced form.

A doctrine which is the exact re-
verss of self-determination has come
from the Peace Conference at Paris
in the firat paper which has been
given out for the conalderation of the
nations associated against the cen-
tral European Powers, that of “man-
dutories,” In the; covenant of the
Laague of Natlonse,. A mandatory na-
tior is iIntended to exercise ultimate
governmental contrel over a back-
wird reglon, as & sort of trustee, in
the Interest of the Inhabltants of the
reglan, under

mandate from the
league. Aas put forth in the cove-
nant the doctrine was designed to

ajply only to colonles and other terri-
torles which as a tonsequence of the
great war have ceased to be under the
sovereignty of the States which
foirmerly governed them, but accepta-
bility of the ldea for these reglons
was bound to bring speculation as to
ila appllcabllity to others, where
there does not obtain government,
which ls either In the Interest of the
governed or capabls of fullilling
its dnternational obligations.

Recent press despatches from Paris
sliste that thers s beglnning to be
scme talk in French and British Gov-
ernment eclrcles of asking the United
States to take a mandate over Mexlco,
mnd the news suggests the advisabllity
of examining conditions In that coun-
ey with & view of determining wheth-
er & mandate ls called for., Perhaps
the examination may lead to an opin-
lon as to the readiness of the three
countries first mentloned for self-de-
termination,

One thing which can be sald of the
Government of Mexico W that it can-
not possibly operate In accordance
with its scheme. The scheme s for

popular government and the populace

knows nothing about government, No
person can have a clear title to an
wifice, aince no elections are held, or
ever have been held, and the peopls
do not know how to vote, or even that
they have a right to vote. Any gov-
ernment, therefore, must be some kind
wf usurpation In which the people
have no volce, either ns to Its char-
acter or as to the persons who carry
It on.

Having thus no power to compel It,
the great body of the people do not
Ket government In thelr Interest
and never have got it. BSeventy or
elghty per cent, of the entlre popula-
tlon are llliterate, they have therefore
no meany of communication between
different wsections, of knowing what
the Inhabitants of varlous sections are
thinking, of exercising or even
forming public opinion. They are en-
tirely without abllity to exerciss the
power of combination or the power
of the ballot to compel thelr govern-
ing ofMicials. to govern them as they
wunt to be governed, and they are

without capacity to form an opinlon |

as to how they want to be governed,
A government In the interest of the
people would therefore have to ba be-
stowed by reason of the benevolent
deslre of the goverming class,

A solution of thg question for Mex-
Ico has sometimes been declyred to be
obtalnable through the medium of an
absolute ruler who would be well dis-
posed; and the government of the Inte
Fresident, Porfirio Dinz, In its best
days, has been cited ns an Illustration
of the kind which is sylted to the con-
dition of Mexico and would be satls-
factory If It could be reproduced,

The Frice Dias Exacted.

The Government of Diaz, however,
was mnot the henevolent despotism
which It was rather widely belleved
to be. No man, not even he, was suf-
ficlently strong to maintain himself in
Mexico in absolute power without the
support of & sustalning group., Diaz
had such a group, and the prie of
thelr support was the privilege of
tyrannizing over and exploiting the
people whom they were supposed to
govern constitutionally. The members
of the Cabinet, the Governors of the

of |

States and subordinate ofMclals, clear
down to the Jefe Politico In direct con-
tact with the people, exercined oppres-
slve power, each over thoss below him,
oftentimes with grossest injustice and
even with atroclous cruelty.

It is true that under Diaz the na-
tional creadit rose and many profitable
enterprises flourished. Haillroads were
bullt, mines were worked and great
haclendas were cultivated, All this woas
the result of government in the inter-
est of & favored class,

Harrowing Talea of Oppression,

Harrowing facts are related of small
officials who would throw peons in
prison on trumped up charges, re-
tain them . there Indefinitely wilthout
trial and compel them to work upon
roads passing through and augment-
Ing the wvalue of the property of the
officials; of great land owners who, by
fraudulent manipulation of the laws,
would dispossess of their titles In thelr
own Interest peaple whose ownership
of land had extended through their
famlilies over a period of & contury or
utore; of Governors of States con-
taining populous cltles who would
dispossesa by murder or lmprisonment
small shopkeepers in order to become
poasessed of Lthelr business or of female
members of thelr family and who
would repeat such acts Indefinitely,
The husband or brother complaining
of such treatment, olther of a male or
female relative, would Invite a similar
fate for himself and for his own. The
courts would afford no relief, ns they
were entlrely under the control of the
administrative authorities

The President was well aware of
these conditions and probably was
powerless to remedy them.

When, under tha civilizing Influence
of commerclal enterprise, penetrating
slowly downward through the upper
sirata of the masa of the people a
conalderable number of individuals be-
low the governing oMcial c¢lass began
to realize thelr position and {ts causes,
the!r determination to relleve them-
selves from it found a populace with
many grievances, ready to lend Itself
to the purposes of revolutionists and
rire In revolt against a state of which
they felt the immediate pressure with.
out being able to reallze the remote

Mexico’s Outlook and the Man::l;ltory. Question

causes, The Diaz group of Cien-
titcos was overthrown; only to be re-
pinced by another group under the
well meaning but Incompetent Mn-
dero, more quickly but probably no
more inevitably than would have been
the case under a man of more practi-
cal  ability. The people therefore
found themselvea governed just ns
unsympathetically by this set of offi-
cinls as formerly; but the condition
ware worse, in that not even physical
order was maintalned. and the for-
eigr: mand other speclal interests did
natl recelve the protection which they
had enjoyed under the Diaz Govern-
ment, In return for financial consld-
eritlon wrung from the people and
Lestowed In the form of graft. These
special Interests, therefore, brought
about the fall of the Madero Govern-
nent.

Under these conditions can there be
any solution of the problem of good
government from within Mexico?
Can any stuch people as those inhablt-
ing that country expect to recelve &
government in thelr interest when
they are unable to compel It, when
they can form or give effect to no
publiec opinlon, and have no means of
making their governing officlals do
thelr duty, or of forming & common
opinlon as to what that duty shall
tw ? Can such a peoople, unable tn
communicate with each other or to
lerrn each other's thoughts, form any
national sentiment or any real con-
ception of what a nation Is?

COane Analogous te Egrpt.

It they dislike the foreigner, must
It not be simply because of their ex-
perience, accenuated by the teachinge
of Interested persons that the forelgn-
er is a stranger, &4 person not belong-
Ing to their immediate community or
tribe, who would visit thelr neighbor-
heod only for the purpose of despolling
them? 1In the history of the world It
Is doubtful If there will be Yound any
sel of people who, under circumstances
such as prevall in Mexico, have a ghy-
ernment for the people, If such &
people Is to have a government in its
interest It would seem that It would
have to come from without, as in the
case of Egypt, of Indla, or of the Phil-
Ippine lslands.

for the art dealers, made this state-
ment to the court:

“] was moing to call this morning
Mr. Langton Douglas, curator of the
Dublin Art Gallery, who took the same
view as the other experts that I called
that this was a picture by Romney,
but since the hearing In court yester-
day a very dramatic thing has hap-
pened. A photograph of -an original
sketch by Oszins Humphrey (a noted
miniaturist and friend of Romney),
with his initials O, H. at the bottom
of the sketch, has come Into the
possession of my client, Mr, Lewls
On Mr. Lewls's seeing the photograph
he felt it essential in the Interests of
ustice that it should be bmufhl to
your lordship's knowledge. ~ That
sketch by Ozias Humphpey Is un-
douibtedly a eketch which was made
for the picture which Mr, Lewls and
his partner, Mr, Blmmons, and =0
many distingulshed experts who ad-
vised them thought was a plcture by
Romney.

Mg, Lewls immediately offered to
take the plcture back, repay the $100,-
000 with Interest, and pay the costs,
and the ecourt permitted this. The
pleture later turned out to represent
the Ladles Horatlo and Marfe Walde-
grave, painted by Humphrey in Rom-
ney's studlo, and Dr. G. C, Willlamson,
who dlscovered the sketch which ended
the sult, stated that in his opinlon
an arm and part of the drapery In
the painting had actually been donk by
Romney.

Ome affalr in New York not many
years ngo caused a wide split In art
circlea. That was the suit instituted
by Willlam T. Evans, chalrman of the
art committes of the Lotos Club and
a wealthy collector, against Willlam
Clausen, art dealer, to recover §i,3560
for two paintings which he bought
from the dealer In the bellef that they
had been put on canvas by the late

Homer . Martin, the Amerlican
painter,
The plctures, entitled, "Old Mill

Near St. Cloud” and “Near Newport
were bought by the connolsseur in
1903 and Iater presented to the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, but were after-
ward recalled by Mr. Evans when he
mcame convineed they were forgeries,
The long standing friendship of the
two,men was broken and in addition
to bringing a civil suit against Mr.
Clausen in the Bupreme Court here
Mr. Evans had him arrested and
locked up In Ludlow street jail in
May, 1508.

Hoth Sides Hoily Champloned,

Both sides were hotly championed
by leading artists. At the trial ¥. Hop-
kinson Smith was positive the pletures
were by Martin, Henry W. Ranger,
the landscape artist, on the other hand,

testifled against Mr. Clausen, Wit
nessens called by the plaintiff declared
that an artist was hired by Mr.

Clausen to turn out pictures by "In
ness, Wyant, Martin and Blakelock."
Mr, Clausen, however, called the artist
to testify that he merecly acted as
restorer of real pletures by these grt-
ists, and brought witnesses to refute
the charge that imitations of thelr
work had Been folsted upon the mar-
ket, -
The trial ended In a disagreement of
the jury. Mr. Evans announced his
intention of having a new trial, but
the matter was settled out of court
Apropos of the stlr created at the
time by  this case and the general
questioning of the authentieity of an-

tique pletures that ensued, 8ir Caspar
Purdon Clarke remarked that it was
quite ponsible, ax some critlcs con-
tended, that two portralta in the

Metropolitan Museum of Art listed as
the work of (ilbert Btuart were not
the product of his brush. These were
portralts of Don Josef de Jandenos y
Nebot, one time Bpanish Minister to
America, and hissAmerican wife, who
was Matilda SBtoughton.

What nroused the scepticiam of econ-
nolsgours was the fact that these por-
traits were slgned with Stuart's name
--a practice he did not Indulge In as a
rule—and also were marked "R A,
though he never wos a member of the
Royal Academy. But Bir Purdon took
the attitude that objects of art should
be judged more for their real worth
and less for the names attached to
them. Bo long as names governed the
cholce of art patrons, he held, there
would alweys be the temptation to
fake.

Fakers of Botticellls and other old
masters became so numerous in Italy
at the opening of the present century
that the Jtallun Government in 1912
started a laudabla movement to wipe
them out of business—and In the
course of It the Itallan authorities
wore fooled by @ faker themaelves,
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